








Thit half of the house conitaing the kitchen and living room. On the
other side are two bedrooms and a bathroom

the framing and hung the sheet
rock. For much of this work,
Zamore had only the most
rudimentary wols, and he bost 15
pounds installing the new metal roaf
in the middle of the summer.
Zamore removed the duplex's
dividing wall, creating a single
residence of about 1,000 square feet.
The interior is now built around a
central core thar contains the
kitchen and bathroom. A lasge

mulripurpose living/dining arca
surrounds this central space. The
sleeping arca is located in the other
half of the house. Rafters remain
open and allow the eccupant the
option of installing arric flooring ro
create additional storage space or an
extra slesping area.

To preserve the house’s
connection to its past, Zamore used
doors and other elements salvaged
from the old house whenever

possible. The house’s centerpiece is
an exposed center wall made of
woed from the original structure,
patched together with tin. The wall
is large and dramanic and the
scarred, distressed surface Functions
as a picce of sculprure.

In Goop Hanos

The howse was finished Late last year,
and has been sold 1o Berr Long, Jr..
2 Houston sculpror and artist best
known for his colorful, oversized ice
sculprures. Long, a Fifth Ward
native, rerurned 1o Houston recently
after living in Europe. “This old
house represents a significant part of
my life.” Long sav. “1 foughn like
hell to get out of the gherro, but
now I'm looking forward 1o geriing
in touch with my roots.” Long
heard about the house while
applying for an aparoment in the
Fifth Ward Lyons Village develop-
ment. "It was 2 unique concept and
it appealed to me immediately,” he
says. “Hrerr has rurned this house
into 3 work of art.”

Far the project to succeed.
#amore had ro line up grants and
donations, Those included $16,500
from the Fifth Ward
Redevelopment Corporarion,
$3.500 from Rice University.

$2.500 from the Texas Architecrural
Foundation, and 31,000 from
Home Depot among others.
Numerous volunteers also helped by
donating marerials and services,
including plumbing and elecerical
expertise of by providing labor,
Zamore cstimares the restoration
would have cost about 75,000 if
had been done by professional
contractors, and a new house of
comparable size would have cost
about $100,000,

Zamaore has since graduated
from Rice and with a friend has
fornded his own company, Re-Fill
Design/Build. “The company will
specialize in rehabilitaring old
houwses with the goal of ereating
spaces people really want to live in,”
savs Zamore. *1 love doang those
kind of projects, and I'm excited
about the possibilities.” W

Haowton Preservanon
Brick awarrds recogmize
0 che preservasion, re

enbuncemery of Howrton
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information o dhe Cireater flowimn
Preversation Allience, catl 713-216-5000.



